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Crime and its treatment?
The increase or decrease of crime over a given period is of obvious
importance as a measure of social decadence or progress.  At the
same time it is a measure whose employment is hazardous, for a
change in the statistics of crime may be the result of a variety of
causes. New laws and the abolition of old ones, changed methods
of assembling the figures, an alteration in the policy of the courts or
changes in the popuktion—all these will affect the record. Increased
activity on the part of social workers and of the police may combine
to leave unchanged the criminal statistics of a community whose
social morality has, in fact, improved.  In dealing with the Survey
Area there are added difficulties. Firstly, the figures are so small that
deductions from them must always be uncertain and may sometimes
be unfair.   Secondly, the benches in Oxford City and Abingdon
Borough and petty sessional division are the only ones whose area of
jurisdiction lies wholly within the Survey Area. The rest of the Area
consists of parts of four petty sessional divisions from which it is not
possible to obtain separate statistics relating to the Survey Area only.
By the courtesy of the police authorities of Oxford City and of the
counties of Oxfordshire and Berkshire we have been supplied with
statistical material which forms the basis of the discussion which
follows, but the figures for Oxford County (which represent the
combined figures of the four petty sessional divisions) refer to an
area slightly larger than that part of the county included in the Survey.
Similarly, with regard to juvenile court cases (for which we are in-
debted to the Oxfordshire Education Authority and the magistrates'
clerks of Oxford, Abingdon Borough, and Abingdon petty sessional
division), the figures for the county of Oxford refer to an area
slightly larger than the appropriate part of the Survey Area. In the
pages which follow the reader is asked to bear these qualifications in
mind and to regard the comments and opinions therein presented as
being in no way those of the authorities by whom information was
so generously given, but entirely as those of the writers, put forward
with the utmost reserve and with full recognition of their slender
statistical basis. In particular it should be remembered that the term
'county' in this section refers only to the four petty sessional divisions,
parts of which lie in the Survey Area, and all references to the "county*
should be so interpreted.
Strictly speaking, crime is any offence against society punishable
by kw, as distinct from those infringements of the rights of indi-
1 The tables which accompany this section are printed in Appendix YUL

